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Digging Deeper at 3Q Data



Stock Markets Performance

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Despite the COVID-19 Pandemic retaining its stronghold on the global economy, stock markets around the world posted significant gains for the second quarter in a row.  The Nasdaq repeated as the highest performing index driven again by the gains of large technology companies.  Globally, emerging markets provided returns in excess of developed markets.  The charts in this slide indicate, however, that the market was more bullish in the first two months of the quarter and slowed, giving up some of those gains, in September.  With the looming election and no end yet in sight for the pandemic, most expect market volatility to continue through the end of the year.



U.S. Sector Performance

Presenter
Presentation Notes
One of these things is not like the other ones…Energy was the sole sector to finish the Q3 2020 in the red, down a whopping 19.5%.  With continued slack in demand for energy, the companies depending on these commodities have struggled to maintain profitability. All other sectors proved highly correlated over the time period.   Consumer stocks performed especially well with consumer discretionary companies seeing a lift on increased retail sales (covered in a later slide) and the best performing sector in the “defensive” group (sectors typically more resilient in down markets but less benefitted by bull markets) was consumer staples. Raw materials’ gains could indicate an increase in economic development as demand picks up early in the supply chain.



Asset Class Performance: 
Trailing Periods

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This table represents key asset classes and their respective trailing performance as of the end of Q3 2020.  The clear trend has been that US large cap and growth stocks have dominated over the long running bull market and the 3 months ending 9/30/2020 were no different in that regard.  The variety of the ranking for each asset class, over different timeframes, creating this “quilt” effect is an endorsement for diversification.  This picture helps to show longer term trends which you can see by moving from the left to the right across the chart.  



Asset Class Performance: 
Quarter by Quarter

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Whereas the last table depicted the trends emerging over longer periods of time, this table shows the return for each key asset class quarter by quarter for the last several years.  The latest period was again dominated by US growth stocks but we also saw continued strength in emerging markets.  From this table you can also see how correlated the returns were of various assets over different time periods as well as the relative volatility associated with each.   Less volatile asset classes, like treasuries and bonds, tend to have more consistent return values, but also don’t provide a lot of upside in bull markets.



Interest Rates

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We ended the quarter with a “normal” shaped yield curve for the first time in quite a while.  Currently, no part of the curve is inverted, or, for any increased duration, the associated rate with that maturity is higher.  This is notable as, like the chart here shows, the last year involved some significant inversions – especially at the short end of the curve.  Recently, though, the curve moved to a more normal shape by “steepening” throughout.  Lower duration rates decreased while the longer-term rates moved slightly higher.  Overall, however, rates remain historically very low.  With the Fed indicating that rates will remain low for the foreseeable future we expect the short end of the curve to stay close to zero and will be keeping an eye on the longer end to see how willing investors are to lock in low rates for longer time periods.



Treasury vs. Dividend Yield

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Generally, investors turn to bonds for consistent income and look to equities for capital appreciation.  In a time with historically low bond yields, however, it begs the question: at what point does a higher dividend yield attract the investment dollars that would typically go into bonds?  As this chart shows, you could buy the S&P 500 and receive a higher yield than a 30-year treasury bond.  The important question, then, is how reliable will the dividend payments of S&P 500 companies be going forward?  While treasury coupon payments are guaranteed by the federal government, companies can change their dividend policy with little to no notice. 



USA Trade & Dollar Strength

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Global trade has continued to slow as the pandemic has greatly impacted the movement and production of goods.  Even with our closest neighbors, Canada and Mexico, the decrease in goods and services is immense. Imports from China saw a strong uptick, but mostly due to how relatively low that activity had been in prior periods due to policy and tensions.  Imports from China to the US are still significantly lower than they were in 2019.The US Dollar has also depreciated a bit compared to other major currencies – at least from the strength it has experienced over the last few years.  The dollar remains strong compared to long term historical averages, but as government spending continues to increase it will be worth keeping an eye on how desirable the dollar remains to other currencies.



Leading Indicator Summary & 
Trends

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This table shows current and historical data for several economic indicators that are thought to be “leading” or predictive of where the economy is headed.  The latest data was mixed with positive trends in consumer behavior and stock and bond market movements, while business activity and inventories trended in the wrong direction.  Housing data ticked down from the prior quarter but remains strong, which will be further examined on a later slide.  It’s interesting to look at how the Fed’s actions to overcome the current recession may be having a more direct impact on rates, equities markets, and consumers than on businesses.



V-Shaped Recovery?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Many of us have heard debates about whether the US is experiencing a “V-shaped” recovery from the current recession.  Looking at this chart, it’s easy to see the quick recovery in the stock market.  Housing and personal income have yet to show any weakness since the official start of the recession.  Jobs and GDP, however, are still well off the highs from early in 2020.



Housing Indicators

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Here we have a closer look at the housing situation.  Mortgage originations continued to surge as current and prospective homeowners look to lock in low rates.  Speaking of low rates, the average rate on a 30 year mortgage is below 3% for the first time ever based on our data that begins in 1971.  The chart on the right indicates that sentiment towards the housing market has not only recovered from the dips experienced early in the year but are the highest they’ve been in many years.  While housing starts and new permits ticked down month over month, they are both higher than they were a year ago.  Household formation remains on the rise and our next slide looks at the supply and demand situation in the housing market.



Housing Supply Impacting Market

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This chart illustrates how a limited supply of homes for sale may be contributing to the housing market strength.  Also, the sharp tick up in home-ownership indicates that supply is quickly being bought up by new homebuyers as there is a renewed desire to own homes fueled by the pandemic and low rates.



Employment Situation

Presenter
Presentation Notes
While the job market data continues to improve after the sharp decline earlier in 2020, there is still some significant ground to make up to return to pre-recession levels.  The unemployment rate is almost 8% and when you consider those that are “underemployed”, it’s close to 13%.  It’s encouraging to see that new claims for unemployment insurance are trending down, but the latest value of 840K is still much higher than what we were seeing for the past few years.



Housing and Employment: Data by Race

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Here you can see how ownership and employment rates in the US break down by race.  While the increase in home ownership has been significant for persons of color, there is still a wide gap in the data.  On the employment side, the data illustrates that persons of color saw a more severe impact from the current recession and the recovery has been slower relative to the overall data.



Consumerism

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Data indicates that the American consumer is back in full force.  After the sharp decline in retail sales, several months of increasing spending has the headline sales number back to all-time highs.  Americans are still saving more than they have historically but the relationship between personal spending and personal savings has trended back towards the historical normal.



Government Spending & Debt

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Lastly, we have a look at the changes in government spending and debt.  With record stimulus packages announced and rolled out in recent months, treasury outlays saw significant spikes. Most recently, that number has returned closer to normal but still well above the longer-term average.  We’ve yet to seen the data reported for how that stimulus impacted the overall US public debt, but expect the ~2T of treasury outlays from the last few months to increase that value considerably.



• The COVID-19 pandemic has undoubtedly become the global
interloper in world growth expectations and economic outcomes. After
its designation as a pandemic on March 11, 2020, the virus has
prompted lockdowns, quarantines and social isolation measures
throughout the world in a struggle to contain the contagion curve. This
has resulted in several unprecedented events occurring in the second
quarter of 2020:

40
million

$5
trillion

Over 40 million 
Americans have 

filed for 
unemployment 
benefits, an all-
time historical 

record.

Extreme impact to 
the healthcare 

system, which must 
deal with influenza, 

a host of other 
diseases, as well as 

all the potential 
cases of COVID-19 
from mild to severe.

Exogenous Shock 
downward revisions 
in growth across the 
world, including the 
recent World Bank 
estimate of a major 
global contraction.

$5 trillion in stimulus 
packages in the US, 

the largest in its  
history.

Key Economic Developments 

42
million

Over 42 million 
COVID-19 
Cases; 8.2 

million in the U.S. 
alone.



GDP Growth 2019-2021

Region Real GDP 
Growth 2019 2020 2021

North America 1.9% -4.9% 3.3%
Canada 1.7% -7.1% 5.2%
Mexico -0.3% -9.0% 3.5%

United States 2.2% -4.3% 3.1%
Puerto Rico 2.0% -7.5% 1.5%

South America -0.2% -8.1% 3.6%
Central America 3.2% -5.9% 3.6%

Caribbean 0.5% -9.9% 4.0%
Source: Birling Analytics & IMF
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